663 AGRICULTURE, TRADE & CONSUMER PROTECTION ATCP 88.02

Chapter ATCP 88
EGG GRADING, HANDLING AND LABELING

ATCP 88.01 Definitions. ATCP 88.08 Egg labeling.
ATCP 88.02 Egg processing, handling and storage. ATCP 88.10 Deceptive practices.
ATCP 88.04 Temperature standards. ATCP 88.12 Dealers buying eggs from producers; receipts.

ATCP 88.06 Grade, size and quality standards.

History: Chapter Ag 90 as it existed on June 30, 1974 was repealed and anew  (b) A person who operates a warehouse used for the storage
chapterAg 90 created éctive July 1, 1974; Chapter Ag 90 was renumbered ch.

ATCP 88 under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., StalRegistey April, 1993, No. 448Chapter of eggs shall complyith applicable requirements under ch.
ATCP 88 as it existed on October 31, 1996 was repealed and a new ciapier A ATCP 71
88was created &ctive November 1, 1996. (c) A person who sells eggsratail shall comply with appli
cablerequirements under cATCP 75

(2) EGGPROCESSINGACILITIES. (a) Egg grading rooms shall
be kept reasonably clean during grading operatamtsshall be
thoroughlycleaned at the end of each dagperations.

(b) Egg candling areas shall be dark enough to permit accu
rate determinations of egg quality
) ; c) Egg candling lights shall be strong enough to disclose
haselthelr of the fqllowmg: . . dirt(y)egg%gand to pgrrrgﬁccurate determinagions o?egg quality

(a) Dirt or foreign material adhering to the steefiurface. (d) If automatedyrading equipment is used to detect blood

(b) Prominent or moderate stains covering more than 1/32 of inside of eggs or cracked shells or “checks,” the equipment shall
the shell surface area if localized, or 16f&he shell surface area  pe calibrated and adjusted for sensitivity so thatghecessed

ATCP 88.01 Definitions. (1) “Candling” means care
fully examining, in a dark place, the interior and exterior of a
whole egg that is placed in front of a strong light source.

(2) “Department’means the state ofig¢onsindepartment
of agriculture, trade and consumer protection.

(3) “Dirty egg” means aregg,with an unbroken shell, that

if scattered. o eggscomply with applicable grade standards.
(4) “Egg” means the shell egg of the domestic chicken, (e) Lighting in egg packing areas shall be adequatiisto
gallus, domesticus. closedirty packing materialand packing material defects that

(5) “Federalact” means the agricultural marketing aft may afect the safety or quality of eggs.

1946,as amended (USC 162%t seq.), the egg products inspec (f) Equipment used to weigh eggs shall be kept reasonably
tion act of 197021 USC 1031-1036 and regulations issued  cleanand shall be routinely calibrated for accuracy

undereither act. o (9) Dogs, cats and other domestic animals shall be kept out
(6) “Inedible egg” means an egg in which any of the folow  of egg processing and storage areas.

ing is present: (3) EccsTORAGEFACILITIES. (a) Egg storage facilities shall

(a) Black rot. be capableof maintaining eggs at temperatures required under
(b) Yellow rot. S. ATCP 88.04 regardless of reasonably foreseeabiternal

(c) White rot. temperatures.

(d) Mixed rot, also known as addled egg. (b) Every egg storage facility shall be equipped with one or

moreaccurate temperature measuring deviogsonitor com

(€) Sour egg. pliancewith temperaturstandards under ATCP 88.04 The

(f) Green egg white. air temperaturshall be monitored in representative locations of
(g) Stuck yolk. the egg storage facility

(h) Mold. (4) EGG CLEANING OPERATIONS. (a) Shell egg cleaning
(i) Mustiness. equipmentshall be kept in good repairEquipment shall be

cleanedafter each dag'use and more frequently if necessary
Compounds used tean or sanitize eggs shall be compounds
listedin the current “List of Proprietary Substances and-Non

(/) A blood ring observable upon candling.
(k) An embryo chick at or beyond the blood ring stage.

(L) Adulteration under £97.02 Stats. food Compounds” published semiannually by the United States
(7) “Package’has the meaning given in/sSTCP 90.01 (16) departmentf agriculture.
Note: A “package” of eggs is theetail package in which the eggs are sold to Note: The “List of Proprietary Substances and Nonfood Compounds;”’ pub
aconsumer A “package” is diferent from a shipping container lishedsemiannually by the United States departmeanotulture, is on file with

u ” T divi i i the department and may be obtained from the United States department of agricul
(8) Person”means amndividual, corporation, partnershlp, ture, agricultural marketing service, poultry programs, grading branch, 1400 Inde

limited liability company cooperative, association or other pendencetvenue, S.W Room 3938-South Building, a¥hington, D.C. 20250,

businessentity. STOP0256.
(9) “Process’means to grade, size, cangiackage or other (b) Water used to clean shell eggs shall be at least=20
wise prepare eggs for sale. warmerthan the eggs, and shall not be colder th&nP@Eggs

(10) “Shipping container” meansny box, case, rack or may not be left standing or soaking in cleani_ng water _ _
othercontainer used to distribute packages of eggs, or bulk or . (¢) Eggs shall be removed from all scanning, washing; rins

looseeggs, to a seller or institutional purchaser of eggs. ing and other processing areas during emplagseperiods if
History: Cr. Register Octobey 1996, No. 490eff. 11-1-96. they would othe_r\lee be exposed to excessive hadt-up
during those periods.
ATCP 88.02 Egg processing, handling and stor - (d) Washed eggs shall be reasonably dejore they are
age. (1) GeNeRrAL. Except as provided in this chapter: placedin packages or shipping containers.
(&) A person who processes eggs in this state shall comply (5) SHELL EGGPROTECTION. If an oil is used to protect shell
with applicable requirements under cA3CP 70and75. eggs,that oil shall be listed in the current “List of Proprietary
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Substanceand Nonfood Compounds” published semiannually B eggs, regardless of whether the eggs are labslgdaded or
by the United Stateslepartment of agriculture. A shell egg ungradecdeggs.

protectionoil treatment, if anyshall be performeth a manner (b) Paragraplfa) does not apply to either of the following:

that prevents egg contamination and preserves egg quality : ;
Note: The “List of Proprietary Substances and Nonfood Compounds;” pub 1. Eggs WI,TICh the.egg prr?ducer: sells diretdiy hgusel:jold
lishedsemiannually by the United States departmeagoitulture, is on file with consumeron the premises where the eggs are produced.

thedepartment and may be obtained from the United States department of agricul 2. Eggs which are exempt from grade B standards under the
ture, agricultural marketing service, poultry programs, grading branch, 1400 Inde

pendenceéAvenue, S.WW Room 3938-South Building, &hington, D.C. 20250, federalact.
STOP0256. (4) INeDIBLE EGGS. Inedible eggs may not be sold or distrib
(6) EGGHANDLING AND PACKING. (&) Eggs shall be handled utedfor sale as human food and shall be disposed of as provided
and packed to minimizehe likelihood that condensation will  underthe federal act.
accumulateon the eggs. History: Cr. Registey Octobey 1996, No. 490eff. 11-1-96.

(b) Eggs shalbe packed so that a substantial majority of the )
packedeggs are placed in the package or shipping container with ATCP 88.08 Egg labeling. (1) EGGPACKAGES. Except

the small end down. asprovidedunder sub(3) (a) a package of eggs shall be labeled
(c) Egg packages and shipping containers shall be all of theith all of the following: _ _
following: (a) Information required under cATCP 9Q including all of
1. Clean and in good condition. thefollowing: o
2. Free of mold. mustiness and-afdors. 1. A declaration of product identity underAS.CP 90.02
3. Suficiently strong and durable to protect eggs from dam 2. Adeclaration of responsibility underATCP 90.03 If
ageduring normal distribution. theresponsible person identified on the package is not the egg
History: Cr. Register October 1996, No. 490ef. 11-1-96. packerthe package shall also include the packer identification
numberor shell egg handler registration number assigned by the
ATCP 88.04 Temperature standards. (1) TEMPERA- United States department africulture, or the packer identifica

TUREPRIORTO PROCESSING\ND PACKING. Eggs that are held prior  tion number assigned by tstatein which the packing operation
to processing and packing for more than 24 hours afterateey s located. A United States department of agricul{W8DA)
laid shall be kept at an average ambient temperature®oF.60  Ppackernumber shall be preceded by the letter “P". state

(16° C.) or below packernumber shall be preceded by a 2-letibbreviation
Note: Itis recommended that eggs be processed and packed as soon as practicavhich identifies the state.
ble and within 5 days after they are laid. 3. A declaration of net quantity under 83CP 90.04and
(2) TEMPERATURE AFTER PROCESSINGAND PACKING.. Eggs 90.08 (16) (C)

which have been processed and packed shall be kept at an aver

ageambient temperature of 45 (7°C.) or below at all times, 4. Nutrition labeling under £TCP 90.10

including while they are being transported. (b) The grade and size of the eggs, if required und&rGP
Note: Mechanical refrigeration is recommended for eggsatein transport 88.06 The grade and size shall be printed on the principal dis
for more than 4 hours. play panel in lettersiot less than 3/16 inch high. If the eggs are
(3) SALE OFFROZENEGGSPROHIBITED. NO person may sedir not graded, the word “UNGRADED” shall lginted in letters
offer for sale any eggs that have been frozen. atleast 1/4 inch higlon the principal display panel. Ungraded
History: Cr. Register Octobey 1996, No. 490eff. 11-1-96. eggsmay be soldrom bulk containers if a sign or placard adja
_ ) centto the bulk display identifies the eggs as ungraded eggs.
ATCP 88.06 Crade, size and quality standards. (c) The statement “KEEP REFRIGERED” or an equiva
(1) Ece GRADES. (a) Except as provided under p@), eggs lent statement indicating thétte eggs must be refrigerated. The

soldor distributed in this state shall be labeled as grade AA, A gtatemenshall be printed on therincipal display panel in letters
or B, and shall conform to the United States grade standardspot|ess than 3/16 inch high.

specifiedfor those grades under the federal act. (d) The date on which the eggs were packed. The date of

(b) Paragraple) does not apply to any of the following: packingmay be indicated bgin abbreviation consisting of one
1. Ungraded eggs clearly labeled as such. of the following:
2. Eggs conforming to other gradesclassifications per 1. The first three letters of the month and the calendar date.

mitted under the federal act, and clearly labeled as such. 2. The numericallconsecutive day of the yeatso known
3. Eggs that are exempt frognading under the federal act.  asthe Julian calendar date.

(2) Ecesizes. (a) Except as provided under péb), eggs (e) One of the following dates, in addition to the packing date
soldor distributed in this state shall be labeled as Jumbo, Extraynderpar (d):
Large,Large, Medium, Small or Peewee, and shall confarm 1. An expiration date or “sell by” date after which the eggs

the United States size standards specified for those sizes U“d%aynot be ofered for sale or sold at retail. The expiration date
the federal act. may not be more than 30 days from the packing date, including

(b) Paragrapla) does not apply to any of the following: the day on which the eggs were packed. The expirdtiteor
1. Ungraded eggs clearly labeled as such. “sell by” date shall be designateg at least the first three letters
2. Eggs conforming tmther sizes or classifications per of the month and the date within that month. The date sball
mitted under the federal act, and clearly labeled as such. accompaniedy a phrase or abbreviation such as “sell by” or
3. Eggs that are exempt from size labeling under the federal L'ilz(';;t‘é"h":h clearly identifies it as an expiration date or “sell
act. :
Note: United States consumer gradesl sizes are described in “United States 2. A “useby” date consisting of at least the first 3 letters of
StandardsGrades, and ght Classes for Shell Eggs” undeCFR 56(c). A copy the month, and the date within that month. The date &all

may be purchased from the Unit&fates department of agriculture, agricultural

marketingservice, poultry programs, grading branch, 1400 Independemcrid, accompamEdby a phrase sucks “use b’y best if used by or

S.W.,Room 3938-South Building, #¢hington, D.C. 20250, ©IP 0256. “use before,” which indicates that the consumer should use the
(3) MINIMUM STANDARDS. (a) Except as provided under par ~ €ggsbefore that date.
(b) or, no person may sell or distribute for sale as humandogd (2) SHIPPINGCONTAINERS. Exceptas provided under suR),

eggsthat fail to meet United States minimwtandards for grade  a shipping container of eggs shall be labeled on one end with all
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of the following information, in letters not smaller thigninch
high:
(a) A statement identifying the contents of the container

(b) The name and address of the responsible person in whos

namethe eggs are packed and distributed. If the respomsble
sonis not the egg packethe shipping container shallso
include the packer identificatiomumber or shell egg handler
registrationnumber under sulfl) (a) 2. If the responsible per
sonis the packerthe packes identification number or shell egg
handlerregistration number under sutt) (a) 2.may appear in
placeof the packes name and address.

(c) The net quantity of eggs containedtie shipping con
tainer.

AGRICULTURE, TRADE & CONSUMER PROTECTION

ATCP 88.12

(4) EGGSREMOVED FROMRETAIL SALE. (@) No eggs may be
soldaswhole eggs at retail after the expiration or “sell by” date
specifiedfor those eggs under sul§s) (e) 1.or (2) (g) 1. If

%herwiseused as human food, the eggs shall meet at least grade

egg standards.
(b) Eggs labeled with dates under syth$(e)or(2) (g) shall
retainthose dates anday not be repackaged or relabeled with

any other dates.
History: Cr. Registey Octobey 1996, No. 490eff. 11-1-96.

ATCP 88.10 Deceptive practices. No person may do
any of the following in connection with the sale or distribution
of eggs:

(1) Misrepresenthe grade, size, or quality of the eggs, the

(d) The grade and size of the eggs contained in the shippinggateon which the eggs were packed, or the sale expiration date

containerjf required under SATCP 88.06

(e) The statement “KEEP REFRIGERED” or an equiva
lent statement indicating that the eggs must be refrigerated.

(f) The date on which the eggs were packed.

(g) One of the following dates, addition to the packing date
underpatr (f):

1. An expiration date or “sell by date” after which the eggs
may not be sold or ééred forretail sale. The expiration date or
“sell by” date may not be more than 30 days from the packing
date,including the day on which the eggs weacked. The
expirationdate shall be designated by at least the first three let
tersof the month and the date within that monie date shall
beaccompanied by a phrase or abbreviation sutbedidy” or
“EXP” which clearly identifies it as an expiration date or “sell
by” date.

2. A*useby” date consisting of at least the first 3 letters of
the month, and the date within that month. The date &leall
accompaniedby a phrase such as “use’bipest if used by” or
“use before,” which indicatehatthe consumer should use the
eggsbefore that date.

(3) EGGS SOLD OR SHIPPEDBY PRODUCER,EXEMPTION. (&)
Subsectiongl) and(2) do not apply to either of the following:

1. Eggs which are being shipped from the producéheo
packer.

2. Eggs which the producer sells directly to household con
sumerson the premises where the eggs are produced.

(b) Subsection(2) does not apply to a shipping container
which holds only identical packages of eggs, provided that the
packagesare identically labeled according to sib) and the
labelinformation can be seen through the shipping container

of the eggs.

(2) Use any term, such as “super jumbo” or “super one
dozen, that tends to exaggerate the number or size of eggs.

(3) Sell, offer for sale, or distribute eggs in any misbranded
packageor shipping container

(4) Offer for sale or sell eggs without clearly indicating the
grade and size of the eggs or that they are ungraded.

(5) Representhat eggs are fresh unless they conform to
gradestandards specified for grade A or grade AA aguder

thefederal act.
History: Cr. Registey Octobey 1996, No. 490eff. 11-1-96.

ATCP 88.12 Dealers buying eggs from producers;
receipts. (1) No person may buy eggs from a producer for
resale where the price paid to the producer is based on the grade
or size of the eggs, unless that person provides that producer
with a written receipt showing all of the following:

(a) The grades and sizekthe eggs purchased from the-pro
ducer,including the number of dozen and price per dozen pur
chasedn each grade and size categoGrades and sizes shall
be determined according toATCP 88.06

(b) The date on which the eggs were graded.

(c) Whether the eggs were graded by or for the persen pur
chasing the eggs from the producer

(2) A person required to give a receipt under gipshall
keepa copy of the receipt for at least one yaad shall make
thereceipt available to the department for inspection and-copy
ing upon request.

Note: A persorwho violates this chapter may be prosecuted und@Bsaland

97.72 Stats.
History: Cr. Registey Octobey 1996, No. 490eff. 11-1-96.
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